WHAT GOD REQUIRES OF US
WE MUST POSESS HIS SPIRIT!
“Lord God, give me the tongue of those who are taught, that I may know how to sustain with a word, those who are weary.  Morning by morning, waken my ear to hear as those who are taught.”
Of all the things God requires of us so that that he himself may teach us, there is surely one which stands out above the others, and it is this, we must possess his Spirit.  Without his Spirit we simply cannot understand the thoughts, purposes, or gifts of God. (1Cor.2:11-12) We cannot possess any of the other attributes, which are essential to us if he is to be willing to teach us, since these are all either facets of his own person, character or Spirit, or, like repentance, are inspired by his Spirit. 
Humility (Matt.11:29, Phil.2:5-8) 
Fear of the Lord (Is.ll:1-3) 
Repentance (Jh.6:44, 2Tim.2:25, Luk.5:32, Rom.2:4, Acts 11:18 & 5:31) 
Maturity i.e. willingness to grow up (Eph.4:11-14), 
Submissiveness (Luk.22:42)
If we have truly been reborn of God (Jh.1:12-13), then the characteristics just listed, plus the fruit, or results, of the indwelling Spirit (Gal.5:22-23), will be very evident in our lives.  We'll have new values, new goals, new hopes and dreams. (2Cor.5:17)  We'll have a peaceful confidence in our future (Phil.4:6-7), a quiet certainty of where we're going (Jh.l3:36), and most of all, an absolute peace with God. (Rom.5:1) 

When we possess these things; when we know by our actions that we love God with all our heart, soul and mind (Jh.l4:15); when we know, again by our actions, that we love our brothers and sisters in Christ, as he loved us (Jh.l3:34); when we know we share our God's love for a lost world (Jh.3:16); then we can truly say we possess his Spirit.  Because, of ourselves, we could never hope, let alone attain, to be of such beautiful character. (Gen.8:21, Jer.l7:9)
So, let’s not delude ourselves.  Instead, let’s vow never to make peace with, or condone anything in ourselves; in our thoughts, words or actions; which are not in full accord with the character of our God. (Eph.4:22)  Let us resolve to be imitators of God. (Eph.4:23-24)  Let us, like athletes (lCor.9:24), strive with all the energy which God so mightily inspires within us (Col.l:29), and press on to the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus (Phil.3:l4), knowing that when we meet him face to face, we will be like him. (1Jh.3:2)  Let us hold fast to faith in God's ability both to will and to work this great thing in us (Phil.2:13); his ability to do far more than we could ever think or ask. (Eph.3:20)
Let us never forget that, of ourselves, we are lost (Rom.7:15&18), and have no idea of where we’re going, eternally, but, in Christ, we are more than conquerors. (Rom.8:37)  Let us, at whatever cost, keep faith with God's Word, and not be fooled by the things we see, hear or experience.  Remember, what we see may not be real, what we hear may not be true, and what we experience may be just an illusion. ONLY GOD'S WORD IS SURE, FOREVER FIRMLY FIXED IN THE HEAVENS. (PS.119:89)
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